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The Regional Conference on Asia-Pacific Geoparks and Business Dialogues 2007

1. Theme

“Networking within National Geoparks”

2.
Background

A Geopark is a nationally protected area containing a number of geological heritage sites of particular importance, rarity or aesthetic appeal. It is part of an integrated concept of protection, education and sustainable development. The concept of linking sustainable development with geoheritage, conservation, education and tourism is rather new to the Asia Pacific region. In order to promote the development of National Geoparks among countries in the Asia-Pacific region, the first regional Conference on Asia-Pacific Network of National Geoparks is organised to take place in November 2007.  This provides platform for scholars and various stakeholders to discuss and exchange ideas on pressing issues of the sustainable use and management of geoheritage in each country.  In the region, only China is vigorous in this pursuit, totalling more than 138 National Geoparks, 18 of which are currently members of the Global Network of National Geoparks assisted by UNESCO. Thus, it is in the interest of the knowledge of the natural and cultural resources and the links with landscape, that wider awareness and involvement in this region are crucial.

Venue: 

The Conference will be held in Langkawi, the first National Geopark in Malaysia and Southeast Asia. Langkawi is one of the rare island geoparks in the world comprising 99 islands, possesses the region’s oldest rocks and the most complete Palaeozoic geological history. Several Langkawi geoheritage sites are of regional importance and should be preserved for the future generations. As such, Langkawi Geopark was declared a National Geopark on the 31st May 2006 and has been endorsed as the 52nd member of the UNESCO Global Network of National Geoparks on 1st  June 2007.  

3.
Objectives

· To discuss the progress of geoheritage conservation in the Asia-Pacific region

· To discuss among various stakeholders on the issues of conservation and sustainable use of geoheritage

· To promote Asia-Pacific countries to develop their own National Geoparks

· To establish Asia-Pacific Network  of National Geoparks

4.
Programme at a glance

	13 November 2007

	0745 – 0830 
	Registration

	0830 – 0915 
	Seminar Session I: Keynote Paper 1 

	0915 – 1000 
	Technical papers

	1000 – 1030 
	Tea break

	1030 – 1230 
	Technical papers

	1230 – 1400 
	Lunch

	1400 – 1445
	Seminar Session 2: Keynote Paper 2 

	1445 – 1545 
	Technical papers

	1545 – 1615
	Refreshment 

	1615 – 1715 
	Technical papers 

	1930 – 2230 
	Dinner & Launching of Conference

	14 November 2007

	I.    Field visit to the three Geoforest Parks in Langkawi   (0830 – 1630):

1. Machinchang Geoforest Park, which boasts the oldest rock formation in the country

2. Kilim Geoforest Park, which showcases the unique formation of limestone pinnacles and

3. Dayang Bunting Geoforest Park, which marvels at the tradition of fishing villages

II.    Dialogue Session on Product Development and Business Opportunities within the Geoparks  (0830 – 1630)



	15 November 2007

	0830 – 0915  
	Seminar Session 3: Keynote Paper 3

	0915 – 1030 
	Technical papers

	1030 -  1100 
	Refreshment

	1100 -  1145 

	Seminar Session 4:  Keynote Paper 4 

	1145 – 1230 
	Technical papers

	1230 – 1400 
	Lunch

	1400 – 1600 
	Forum on Establishment of Asia-Pacific Geoparks Network

	1600 – 1700 
	Closing Ceremony 


5.
Plenary Lectures

a. Networking between Asian Pacific National Geoparks by Prof. Dato’ Dr. Ibrahim Komoo (Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, UNESCO geoparks expert group)

b. Geotourism: added value for nature tourism by Prof. Dr.  Zhao Xun (Chinese Academy of Sciences, UNESCO geoparks expert group)

c. UNESCO’s roles in promoting National Geoparks and sustainable development through a Global Network by Dr. Margaret Patzak (UNESCO)

d. Geopark as a tool in a holistic nature conservation by Dr. Nickolas Zouros & Dr. Patrick McKeever (European Geopark Network, UNESCO Geoparks expert group)

6.
Call for Papers

Participants who wish to present oral or poster papers are invited to submit their abstracts of no more than 300 words in digital form to the Secretariat at noryati@pkrisc.cc.ukm.my or apgc2007@langkawigeopark.com.my with the subject title of “APGBD2007 Abstract”, by 31 August 2007. The following information should be included: TITLE (in block letters), NAME & AFFILIATION of Convener(s), including both postal and email addresses and both fax and telephone numbers; ABSTRACT of not more than 300 words. Upon notification of acceptance, full papers should be submitted together with registration form and fee by 30 October 2007.

7.
Format of Abstract and Full Paper 

Abstract must be written in English using Microsoft Office Word document, using double spacing A4 page, with 2.5 cm margins all round. Please use Times New Roman size 11 pt. and underline the name and email of presenting author. Please do not cite any reference in the abstract and try not to exceed 300 words. Papers will be compiled and distributed at the Conference.

8.
Presentation Guidelines

Oral

Format of oral presentations must be in PowerPoint for Windows 2000 or XP, or PowerPoint for Macintosh OSX. PowerPoint presentation files can be submitted when registering on the day of the Conference.

Posters

Posters are recommended A1 size (23 x 33 inches). Posters can only be attached to the poster board surface with thumbtacks, which will be provided by the organizing committee. Each poster presentation must display the following information: TITLE, AUTHORS’S NAMES, AFFILIATIONS, and ADDRESSES. A simple format should be used, with letters large enough to be easily read from a distance of 2 meters. 

9.
Important Dates:

Abstract deadline: 31 August 2007

Full paper submission deadline: 30 October 2007

10.
Registration:

Registration form can be faxed or posted to the Secretariat. Below are the rates:

	
	Registration

	Ordinary
	USD 250

	Accompanying person
	USD 150

	*Student
	USD 100


*Note: No student registration will be accepted without proof of student status. This can be an email from your advisor of photocopy of student identification.

The conference fees cover access to all sessions, registration documentation, conference materials, book of abstracts, tea breaks and lunches, welcome dinner, and field trips. Accompanying person fee includes registration documentation, welcome dinner and field trips.

Registration fees exclude accommodation, travel, airport transfers, personal and optional social events.

The registration desk will be set up by 15:00h on 12th November 2007 in the lobby of the MIEC. Participants arriving early are encouraged to register at the desk early to pick up a conference kit. 

11.
Social Event 

14 November 2007 (08:00 – 18:00): Full-day excursion.

There are two trips included in the package, the Machinchang excursion (A), which is compulsory plus either trip B or C. Registration of the trips can be made on site, at the registration desk.

A. The Machinchang Cambrian Geoforest Park Excursion (All Participants)

A cable car ride to the peak of Machinchang offers a scenic view of the majestic mountain. The nearly vertical lift from the Cable Car Terminal to the middle station is quite daunting but you will enjoy breathtaking views of the Telaga Tujuh Waterfall, Pulau Anak Burau (remnant island) and hundreds of meter sequence of Machinchang sandstone exposures. Once at the top, you could enjoy a short trail through the Machinchang forest, and come face to face with rare and endemic species of plants, such as the Climbing Bamboo (Dinochloa malayana).  

B. The Kilim Karst Geoforest Park Excursion (Optional)

Your journey begins at the Kilim Jetty, where you board a boat to embark on an amazing journay through mangrove forests along hidden canyons of limestone rock formation, caves, and rugged coastlines. Wildlife is bountiful, with the likes of long-tailed macaques, leaf monkeys, monitor lizards, kingfishers, and eagles soaring high in the sky. Fossils are abundant in the Kilim’s rock, especially at Pulau Anak Tikus.  Mysterious deposition sites of ancient seashells (aged around 4000 to 7000 years old), which are now located about 5 m and 23 m above today’s sea level, awaits you. Much of Kilim’s rock is made up of the Setul Formation, the oldest carbonate rock in the region, formed 490-370 million years ago.  The mangrove forests here are unique in the country as they thrived on a limestone surface. Areas of interests are the Gua Kelawar (Bat Cave), Pulau Anak Tikus, Telok Cina Mati, Pulau Tanjung Dendang, and Teluk Mempelam.

C. The Dayang Bunting Marble Geoforest Park (Optional)
 

Dayang Bunting Geoforeat Park covers Pulau Dayang Bunting, Pulau Tuba and islands located around them. Several rock formations describe these areas including Kuah Granite (Triassic), Setul Limestone (Ordovician-Middle Devonian) and Chuping Limestone (Permian). From certain angle, the undulating hills of Pulau Dayang Bunting resemble a woman in child-bearing posture, referred to as the pregnant maiden after which the island was named.  This Geoforest Park showcases excellent karst island morphology such as sea notch, sea cave, sea tunnel, and sea arch of various sizes and shapes.  Several geosites of interest in this park include Pulau Tepor Dropstone, which implies that the Langkawi Islands were once part of the Gondwana supercontinent during late Carboniferous to early Permian. Pulau Ular (Snake Island) Geological Monument is another interesting site to visit. It is a small island formed by erosion by ancient wave thousands of years ago. Several undulating hills separated by abrasion platforms above the present tide level have rendered the island its snake-like shape, hence the name.

12.
Accommodation

Hotel and other accommodation in Langkawi are concentrated within a one-kilometer radius of the Conference venue. These accommodations have good access to the airport as well to Kuah, the biggest town in Langkawi.  Participants may choose to stay in nearby resorts listed below.  Bookings can be made online.

 Langkasuka Beach Resort :


www.langkawi-resorts.com/langkasuka

Tel : (604) 9556888 ;  Faks :  (604) 95555888


Langkawi Holiday Villa Beach Resort and Spa 



www.holidayvillahotellangkawi.com/index.html


Tel : (604)9551701 ;  Faks: (604) 9551504



Emel :  reservation@lgkhvl.com
The Frangipani Langkawi Resort and Spa:



www.frangipanilangkawi.com


Tel : (604) 952 0000 ;  Faks : (604) 952 0001



Emel : roslan@frangipanilangkawi.com

Meritus Pelangi Beach Resort and Spa



www.pelangibeach.com
Tel: (604) 952 8888 Fax: (604) 952 8899
 resvn.pbl@meritus-hotels.com
Notes: Foreign participants are advised to check with the Malaysian Embassy or Consulate in their homeland on matters pertaining to visa requirement and application. For further information about Malaysia and tourism in Malaysia, please visit the official website of Malaysia Tourism Development Board at www.tourism.gov.my. Participants are encouraged to make early registration directly with the hotel. Please use the enclosed form and fax it directly to the hotel.  Arrangements are being made with the participating hotels to obtain special rates for the participants.
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